What's hetin...?
Barcelona

THESIGHT

Don'tbe putoffbytherecent
independence-related political
upheaval: fortouristsit'sbusiness
asusual, only quieter — so there'sno
bettertimeto visit. The new must-see
is Gaudi's Casa Vicens (casavicens.org;
£14). The firsthouse built by theiconic
architect, anduntilnow privately
owned,itwas the landmark building
thatgaverise to the CatalanModernism
movement. As wellas spectacular
interiors, itdisplays Gaudi's notebooks
and offers afascinatinginsightinto
thelifestyle of the new bourgeoisie
inthe early 20th century.

THEHOTEL

Thefirstlarge-scale hotelto openinthe
fashionable ELBorndistrictinyearsis
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the Edition, slated to open mid-2018
nexttofoodie Santa Caterina Market.
The100-room establishmentis
pitchingitself as a’'microcosm’ of the
city, withits own contemporary art club,
visiting DJs, daredevil chefs and craft
cocktail bar (editionhotels.com; prices
notavailable yet, butyou can expect
doubles fromabout £250, B&B).

THEDISTRICT

Eastof the city centre, the former
textile-factory quarter,Poble Nou, is
now a post-industrial enclave gaining
popularity amongartists and designers.
Startwith the fashion exhibits at

the Museu del Disseny (ajuntament.
barcelona.cat/museudeldisseny;
£5.50), thenstrollinto the barrioproper
foracoffee from specialistroasters
Nomad (nomadcoffee.es). Hit Brutus
de Gaper (brutusdegaper.com) for
Mid-century modernhomeware, and
Brava Fabrics (bravafabrics.com) for
Fairtrade-print shirts and dresses.

Graphicdesign:
above, Gaudi's first
house, CasaVicens;
left, the two-
Michelin starred
Disfrutar; fashion
exhibits atMuseu
delDisseny

THERESTAURANT
Yes,itopenedatthe end of 2014,

but, three years on, Disfrutarisinthe
spotlightagain, havingjustreceivedits
secondMichelin star.It's consistently

votedthebestintownbythelocal press,

foritslight-flooded, lacy-screen decor
asmuchasforitsmolecular food from
three ELBullialumni.Dinnerhereis
theatricalandfun,and worth the
splurge (en.disfrutarbarcelona.com;
20-coursetastingmenu£105).

THETREND
Justabouteveryneighbourhoodhas
itsowngroovy weekend marketthese
days, some groovierthan others. Onthe
firstweekend of the month, Palo Alto
(paloaltomarket.com)is hipster heaven,
withlive musicandDJs, superb street
food, and locally crafted accessories
and clothing. Ortake a45-minute train
ride to Mercantic (mercantic.com),in
Sant Cugat, for pre-lunch vermut,
vintage homewares andbooks.

Hotfor2018
ARGENTINA

Because: Norwegian's new flightsto
Buenos Aires, startingonFebruary 14,
aredirectandkeenly priced, challenging
BA's formermonopoly ontherouteand
savingyouupto £400 perreturn. They
go fourtimes aweek from Gatwick,
from £299 one way (norwegian.com).
Fillmein: Argentina’s spoiltforurban
flavour withits edgy, foodie capital,
Buenos Aires — geton-trend atthe new
Presidente, withits secret bar-within-a-
bar (presidentebar.com.ar). Butthe buzz
for2018is allabout the unexplored
northernlandscapes, especially the
Ibera Wetlands. OnKE Adventure’s

new 14-day expedition, you'll sail past

caimans and armadillos, butvery few
tourists (keadventure.com; from
£4,675pp, with flights and mostmeals).
Andyouwouldn'tgo allthat way without
seeinglguacu's Falls (pictured) — easier
toreachfromJune withnew budget
airline Flybondi (flybondi.com; from
Buenos Aires from £43, one way).

Stay atone of Iguacu’s new hotels:
conservation-focused AwasilLodge
(awasiguazu.com; doubles from £570,
fullboard), orthe more family-friendly
Melid Iguazu, openingin December
(melia.com; doubles from £245,B&B).
Gettherethisyear: Journey Latin
America (journeylatinamerica.co.uk) has
sevennights, stayingin Buenos Aires
(B&B) and at Awasilguazu (full board),
from £3,782pp, with Heathrow flights.

Hotfor2018

SOUTHKOREA

Because: The Korean Peninsulahas
goodnews stories, too! Preparetobe
inspired this February with the Winter
GamesinPyeongchang, eastof

Seoul —the capitalthat gets more
dynamicby the day.

Fillmein: True, it'sbigandbuiltup,
butinbetweenthe high-rises, Seoul
(pictured)is ahiggledy-piggledy maze
with greatfoodie and cultural finds, and
friendly locals. It'salso anincreasingly
greencity, thanks to the opening of
Seoullo 7017, aformer flyover near
Seoulstationtransformedintoa
kilometre-longarboretuminthe sky.
Atits easternexitis one of Seoul's best
markets, Namdaemun —forfood,
clothes,homeware, younameit.

Hop onthe speedy KTXtrainline from
Incheonairportto Pyeongchangfor
the Olympic skiresorts of Alpensiaand
Yongpyeong — andthe sprawling

Woljeongsa Temple, nestledin forestin
OdaesanNational Park. Stay overnight
tolearn about Korean Buddhism (eng.
templestay.com; £41pp, half board).
Continueonthe KTXto the portcity

of Gangneung, withits cultural sights:
visitone of South Korea's oldest
wooden buildings, Ojukheon (and
spotitonthe 5,000 wonnote).
Getthere this year:Bamboo Travel
(bambootravel.co.uk)'s new 16-day
‘Adventure Korea' tourincludes Seoul
and Pyeongchang, from £4,295pp,
B&B, with flights, transfers, private
toursand guides.

What's hetin...?
Cruise

THESHIP

Royal Caribbean,NCL and Celebrity
Cruises alllaunch wow-y megaships
in2018. Top spotgoestothe2,900-
passenger Celebrity Edge, with chic
Kelly Hoppeninteriors, arooftop garden
and gorgeous split-level‘villas'.From
£2,641pp foranine-night Caribbean
trip, with flights (celebritycruises.co.uk).

THETREND

Asriver-cruise passengers getyounger,
upmarket Uniworldlaunches anew line
justfor21-to45-year-olds. Uby Uniworld
(ship pictured) will offer beer-tasting,
bike rides and city nightlife tours. From
£1,119pp foraweek from Amsterdam
(ubyuniworld.com;flights extra).

THEROUTE

Weknow Iceland's starisrising (see
page 124),and aflurry of new sailings
makes it easierthaneverto getthere.
Luxuryline Silverseaand family-friendly
P&O Cruises areamongthose sailing
there this summer: P&O visits Reykjavik,
Akureyriandlsafjorouronal4-night
cruise from Southampton, from
£1,399pp (pocruises.com).

THENOVELTY

Expeditionline Ponantlaunches

Le Laperouse with cruising’s first
multi-sensory underwaterlounge, so
you canwatchturtles andlistentolive
whalesong from passing cetaceansin
theIndian Ocean; from £4,100pp for
sevennights, departing Reykjavik;
flights extra (en.ponant.com).

THEBARGAIN

Culturalimmersionis alltheragein
cruising, and anew Aegean minibreak,
runningall summer, packsitin with five
portsinthree days. Meals, drinks, crew
tips and Ephesustours are thrownin,
makingthisincredibly affordable;
from £351pp, departing Athens;

flights extra (celestyalcruises.com).

WHAT'S

2018

HOTHOTEL
Amanyangyun,
Shanghai

Take apeaceful
Mingyvillage
shadedby 10,000
ancient camphor
trees, fillits villas
with soft white
furnishings, sun-
dappledthrough
antique wood
screens —and
moveit640km,
treesandall,
fromaprecarious
floodplaintojust
outside Shanghai.
Thisis thelatest
property from
five-stardesign
resortgroup Aman,
justone of several
hotShanghai
hotels due this
year (@aman.com;
doubles from
£781,B&B).
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What's hotin...?
Prague

THEEVENT

Notonlyis 2018 the centenary of
Czechoslovakia's birth (expectahost
of celebrations, fromartexhibits to
live concerts),it's also 200 years

since Prague’siconic NationalMuseum
opened. Shuttered since mid-2011fora
£60mrenovation, the Neo-Renaissance
buildingthatlooms over Wenceslas
Square willreopenin October with
amajor exhibition onthe country’s

often-turbulenthistory, fromKingdom
of BohemiahighstoNaziand
Communistlows (hm.cz; £8.60).

THEDISTRICT
Prague’snewestup-and-coming
neighbourhoodis HoleSovice, afew
kilometres upriver fromthe Old Town.
Visitthe former meatpacking district
forartisan coffee shops (including
Bitcoin-only ParaleniPolis; paralel
nipolis.cz), fine-diningrestaurants (try

Asian-fusion favourite SaSaZu; sasazu.

com/en)andmodernartgalleries
(suchasthe airship-topped DOX
Centre for Contemporary Art; dox.cz/

en; pictured) — and, at weekends,
Prague’s coolest fashion market, Mint:
Pop Up Hall 13 (mintmarket.cz).

THEHOTEL

Inacity of medieval bridges, Gothic
churchesandBaroque squares, the
recentarrival of ModernistHotel Sax
was areal breath of freshair. Onaside
streetbelow the castle, this great-value
stayisashrineto 20th-century pop
culture, complete with vintage furniture
and offbeat wallpaper. Bestbit? Its
rooftop spa, withmajestic city views
(hotelsax.cz; doubles from £58,B&B).

THERESTAURANT

Low-key-luxe newcomer Fieldhas
redrawn the boundaries of Bohemian
fare withits Scandi-twisted, high-end
Czech cuisine. Decoris minimalism
incarnate — beige walls, woodenfloors
andunadornedtables —butlook up
to seethestreetartprojected ontothe
ceiling. Dishes such as heifer with
kohlrabiand shallots, and suckling pig
withbeetrootand mead, are saucy,
butdelicate (fieldrestaurant.cz/en;
mains about £20).

THETREND

Prague’sdining scene hasreally
raisedits gameinthelastfewyears.
The city has always guaranteeda
hearty, low-costgoulash orsausage,
butquality new optionsinclude
high-end vegandiner Etnosvét
(etnosvet.cz/en), best-of-the-hipster-
coffee-shops Cafefin (cafefinvpraze.
com), and farm-to-fork butchers,
includingMaso aKobliha —'meatand
doughnuts’ (masoakobliha.cz).

Hotfor2018
MOSCOW

Because: Russiais sprucingitself up
ready tohostfootball's World CupinJune
andJuly — notleastinthe capital, where
RedSquarejustturnedabitgreener.
Fillmein: Russiahopesto outshineits
own SochiWinter Olympics spectacular
0f 2014, and has built 11smartnew
stadiums —includingbiggiesin
Moscow, StPetersburg, Yekaterinburg,
Sochiand Volgagrad. (Thered-carpet
treatmentforfans withticketsincludes
freetraintravelbetween World Cup
host cities.) InMoscow, the hideous
Soviet-eraRossiyaHotel thatonce sat
nexttoRed Square hasbeenflattened
tomake way forriverside Zaryadye
Park, thefirst public park to be builtin

Moscowin 50 years. You'llenjoy the
scentof spruce onwindingpaths
through 13 hectares thatrepresent
Russia's tundra, steppe, forestand
wetlands. InstantInstagramability
comes fromtheboomerang-shaped
‘floatingbridge’ levitating overtheriver.
Faceliftedintime forthe footie,
Moscow’s boulevards and monolithic

buildings arelookingmightierthan ever,

butit'sdownside streets you'll find the
real confidence. These days, glitzy

boutiquesline up alongside impressive,

diverseplacestodine —suchas

the Siberianrestaurant Expedition
(expedicia-restaurant.ru; mains about
£17), where you can sitamid oversized
polarbearsandanantique helicopterto
try pelmeni(Russian ravioli) filled with
Kamchatkacrab.

Gettherethis year: BA (ba.com) has
afour-nightbreak, stayingatthe
four-starNovotelMoscow Centre,
from £535pp, room only, including
return flights from Heathrow.

WHAT'S

2018

HOT SPOTLIGHT
LOCATION
VACATIONS

New cinematic
versions of kids’
classics this year
willhave you
itchingto explore
therealthing. Getin
the grooveforthe
latest Jungle Book
film (outin October)
atIndia’s TigerTrails
JungleLodge;
itsnew private
conservancy will
cutredtapeand
make spotting
ShereKhan easier
(tigertrailstadoba.
com; doubles from
£140, fullboard).
Closertohome,
Peter Rabbit,outin
March, willpush
morefansto
Beatrix Potter’s
Lake Districthouse,
Hill Top (national
trust.org.uk/hill-
top; £10.40), while
anew RobinHood
movie, starring
Jamies Foxxand
Dornan,isoutin
September. Follow
themto Sherwood
Forestforthe
AugustRobin
Hoodfestival, or

to Nottingham for
the October Robin
HoodPageant
(nottinghamshire.
gov.uk; free).

FEBRUARY 2018 SUNDAY TIMESTRAVEL 123



WHAT'S

2018

!

Hotfor2018
ICELAND

Because: Withasurge of newroutesto
Reykjavik, the bucket-list destinationis
now as accessible —and cheaptoreach
— asthe continent, forlong weekends
or (free) stopovers enroute tothe US.
What's more, new domestic flights to
Akureyriare opening up the country's
icy untroddennorth forwhale-
watchers and Aurora-seekers.
Fillmein: The contrastbetween
Iceland'’s Star Warslandscapes and
sophisticated cultureis thrillingly stark
—andbestexperiencedamidthelava
fields of the Blue Lagoon (bluelagoon.
com; from £50). This year the famous
spa’'smilky-blue geothermalpools
doubleinsizeto7,000sqm, adding
secludednookstosinkinto —plusa
modern, new on-site hotel called Silica
(doubles from £459, B&B; pictured).
Withits own private hot springs, it's
pricey evenforlceland, butworthitfor
thetherapeuticluxury. Fromhere,it's
40 minutes to the dinky Lego-look
capital, Reykjavik, thenjust 45 minutes
ononeofthosenewflightstoarty
Akureyri.Here, onthe misty, mountain-
ringedfjord of Eyjafjordur, whale-
watching expeditions guarantee
humpback sightings (whalewatching
akureyri.is; £80). Afterwards, soak
inawoodtubfilled with hot, yeasty

ale —thenew 'beer spa’ at Bjorb6din
hastriggeredalocal wellnesstrend
(bjorbodin.com; £15).

Gettherethis year:|celandair
(icelandair.co.uk) flies to Reykjavik
from Aberdeen, Belfast, Birmingham,
Gatwick, Glasgow and Manchester,
from£137return. Airlceland Connect
(airicelandconnect.com) flies from
Reykjavik to Akureyrifrom £118 return.
Hotel Akureyri(icelandairhotels.com)
has doublesfrom £83,B&B.
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HOTHOTEL
Nyungwe
House,
Rwanda

Branching out from
itsultra-luxury
beachhotelsinto
the primate-filled
jungles of Rwanda,
One&Only Resorts
recently opened
the22-room
Nyungwe House,
and Gorilla’s Nest
isalsosettoopen
later this year
(oneandonly
resorts.com;
doubles fromabout
£860, fullboard).
Top-endhotels
arebooming
here, helpedby
Rwandair's speedy
new non-stop
flightsbetween
Gatwick andKigali
(rwandair.com;
from£368return).

What's hotin...?

The Caribbean

GRENADA

Things don't change too quickly onthe
Spicelsland (pictured), so there’'shuge
excitementaboutthe March debut of
minimal-luxe Silversands, the first
major hotelto openon gorgeous Grand
Ansebeachin25years (silversands
grenada.com; doubles from £595,B&B).
Beyondthelounger,you'll spotmona
monkeys fromthe new forest-canopy
high wire (grenadahighwire.com; £36),
andfreshstatuesare setto expand
the Underwater Sculpture Park.

BARBADOS

New direct Heathrow flights from Virgin
and Thomas Cook willmake the A-list
islandmore accessiblein2018, whilein
May, VirginHolidays opens a‘Departure
Beach':its customers willbe able to
checkinfortheir flighthome, drop bags
andkick back untilatransfer whisksthem
totheairport. There'sablingy newresort,
too: Sandals Royal Barbados (sandals.
co.uk; sevennightsfrom£2,025pp,
all-inclusive, with Gatwick flights).

CUBA

Afterarough 2017 Cubaisbackonits
feetandlooking perkierthanever. The
Irma-bashedbeachesinthenorthhave
been cleared up, while Raul Castro’s

vow to stepdowninFebruary hasputa
springintheisland’s step.InHavana, hot
new bars, shops andthe soon-to-open
retro-chicboutique hotelMalecén 663
(malecon663.com; doubles from £130,
B&B) allherald abright future.

ANTIGUA

It'sallnewlooks and newbies:island
favourites Blue Waters (bluewaters.net;
doubles from £265, B&B) and Curtain
Bluff (curtainbluff.com; doubles from
£642, all-inclusive) have justemerged
frommulti-million-dollar facelifts. And
mid-2018, villacomplex Tamarind Hills
unveils 46 one-bed suites (tamarind-
hills.com; from £448,roomonly) —
aboutthe sametimethe new Hodges
Bayresort (eleganthotels.com;rates not
yetavailable) opens onthe north coast.

JAMAICA

Here's one forthe grown-ups: Jamaica's
firstadults-only, five-starall-inclusive,
Excellence OysterBay, opensinthe first
half of this year. Setonits own private
peninsula, surrounded by the mint-
green waters of Montego Bay, this all-
suiteresortcomes with 3km of private
white-sandbeaches (excellence
resorts.com; prices notavailable yet). m
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